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Young Theatre Makers 2022

Hong Kong Sea School Youth Cottege (International) — Tsing Yi & DILWL Site

How to read a play critically

Critical Thinking
Through Drama

Drama Training & Staging in Theatre
Chinese or English Plays for Young People
Jan —July 2022

Cross-curriculum application

L 2

Choose from 8
original plays for
young people

Introduction

Young Theatre Makers is a bilingual learning scheme aimed at secondary school students. It
focuses on the process of analysing a play, understanding a script, discussing with a partner
school and staging an excerpt in the theatre.

This programme also aims to forge links between neighbouring schools in select locations
across Hong Kong. Eight groups of secondary school students across the region will be given
the opportunity to work on a specific text and to engage in discussion and share their work
with each other.

A blended mode of learning will be adopted so that the workshop and the showcase can
take place either face-to-face or online.
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The Plays

The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection (AFTEC)’s Plays for Young People was a project
that brought together international playwrights and translators to create eight original plays
in 2016 & 2018. We have selected eight plays written by playwrights from Sweden, UK and
the New Silk Road, to be used in the Young Theatre Makers 2022. All these plays are
specifically written for young people aged 23 and under.

The plays (synopses on P.11):
CHOOSE 1 OF 8 PLAYS IN CHINESE OR ENGLISH

1. Bye Bye Baby by Asa Lindholm
A group of young people living in the era of social media who, in different ways, are
struggling with life online.

2. Fifty-Fifty by Milena Bogavac
A play about families, and what happens when divorce tears them apart. What can be split?
What can be shared? One cannot divide love. It is unsplittable.

3. Franky by Vicki Ooi & Thomas Lawson

A robot-building scientist must choose between losing his son forever and trying something
that has never been done before. What happens when we take artificial intelligence to its
extreme?

4. Hyenas by Anders Duus

On friendships, bullying and the fight for popularity, the story follows a group of teenagers
who are desperate to change their status and find their place in the world.

5. Liam’s Story by Sara Clifford

Think about disability, support and friendship. A young man and a boy meet at a school for
the disabled. They develop a friendship that changes both their lives but will it last?

6. Love in the Olive Times by Dragana Tripkovic¢

When witches place a curse on Zan Zano's family, he faces the consequences of his actions
and deals with responsibility, respect and the power of nature.

7. The Crown by Nick Wood

Through an adventure story on friendship, growing up, taking responsibility and learning
from the past.

8. The River of Youth by Hasan Erkek

Willard, a retired teacher, is blamed for ruining the life of a former student. He is forced to
look back at the man he once was and to understand the consequences of his actions.
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The Scheme

The project will take place from Jan to July 2022 Each school must commit to all 3 stages of
the project, which will culminate in a showcase and inter-school discussion.

Phase 1a: 20 Hours of in-school/ online workshops
(Jan —July 2022, as extra-curricular activities or intensive course)

Hong Kong Sea School

Each school will choose 1 of the 8 plays that have been translated into both English and
Chinese. Schools must specify which language they wish to work in.

Each school will receive 20 hours of in-school or online workshop time led by one of AFTEC’s
experienced tutors. These workshops will give students an understanding of how to read a
play, how to critically engage with theatrical writing, how to understand characters and their
motives, and the skills to begin bringing these characters to life on stage in a 30 minute extract
of their chosen play, which will be shown on stage at the Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre in
July 2022.

e Maximum of 30 students per class

e The 20 contact hours can be divided according to the school’s need and tutor’s
availability. Each session should be at least 1.5 hours long.

e |deally, the 8 schools will be paired by play. One school in each pair will work in English,
the other in Cantonese.

Meanwhile, cross-curriculum learning and discussion about the play will take place
throughout the training under the guidance of AFTEC’s tutor. Students are expected to carry
on a small project of their own interested and abilities to reflect their learning of the play.

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.8/18
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Phase 1b: Concurrent Teachers’ Professional Development

AFTEC's aims are to ensure that participating teachers are given the opportunity to learn from this
programme too. Teachers who attend the 20-hour in-school or online workshops will be given
additional support to help them develop their skills as critical thinking and theatre specialists. We
will give teachers the basic skills by involving them fully in the workshops, giving constructive
feedback and offering continued contact and assistance throughout the programme. This will give
teachers the confidence to manage the project with AFTEC's ongoing support.

Phase 2: Paired Discussion

Paired schools that have been working on the same play will meet to discuss their work. This will be
facilitated by AFTEC tutors and we welcome teachers to join in and take lead if possible. AFTEC will
provide framework questions to help facilitate discussion. AFTEC will pair up schools and arrange
the first meeting. Schools can continue to develop discussion as they wish.

HKSYCIA Wong Tai Shan Memorial College & Tuen Mun Catholic Secondary School

Phase 3: Technical Rehearsals, Showcases & Discussion
(9 or 10 July 2022, Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre Theatre)
Schools will have started creating a theatre performance of an extract of their play during the 20

hours of AFTEC-led workshops. School teachers will then continue this process, rehearsing the
piece and continuing to develop it. These pieces will be performed at the Ngau Chi Wan Civic
Centre Theatre, followed up by an in-depth discussion of the pieces.

Two of the days from 4-8 July 2022 Joint schools rehearsal in the theatre with AFTEC
(Morning or Afternoon) tutors and school teachers
9 or 10 July 2022 Matinee showcase and in-depth post-show discussion

Ma On Shan St. Joseph’s Secondary School Immaculate Heart of Mary College

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.9/18
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Feedback

Hyenas has a set of females as the leading characters in the play. We found that the
stereotyping and labelling males and females in the script aggravated bullying and
induced discrimination. We know that we should be fair to women... but how can we
rectify this situation?

When we changed the script, | started to discover that we are actually in a world with
such a great extent of prejudice and discrimination. We shout for fairness between
two genders, but are we actually exercising what needs to be done to achieve
equality? The play also makes me think of the feasibility to achieve real equality —
can we accomplish this?

Student, Hong Kong Sea School

Critical thinking is neither a shift of time and space nor a laissez-faire mindset. It should
be an attitude, a sense of care to others, and a responsibility to the world around you.
AFTEC sees this and tries to project it through Young Theatre Makers. Students learn to
respect the play, analyse the script, and rebuild the scene of a play in a local setting. |
like this concept and the programme design. Texts are like our traditions — they are
fundamental, but can become limitations. When we analyse with a critical mind,
it enriches our knowledge and shows our care to others. When young people present
their own play on a stage, it is like building a future for the world. This is not only
creativity, but responsibility.

Teacher

Fees

The fee per school is HKD30,000 which includes:

e 20 hours of in-school/ online workshops for 30 students max per group

e Concurrent teachers’ professional development for 4 teachers max

e 5-8 hours of rehearsals and showcase in the theatre with basic lighting and sets
(Schools are required to provide their own props and costumes as needed)

Application & Deadline

Please fill in the form on P.18 and return to Ms Wong at emma@aftec.hk / fax to 2529 5385.
Limited quota, first come first served.

Enquiries: 2520 1716 / emma@aftec.hk
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BB A4l Synopsis

(Bl'Y - B 5R) Bye Bye Baby BE.7R 45

Roles: 7 Female, 4 Male

BIfEZ Playwright: Asa Lindholm

—Z$E1E Facebook FRFXEIBFEA - MPIREMU AR A RS M A TEMEES - DU SR

EHEN -

Cody %1 7 551845E - F1ERIRA Facebook TR - ZBIRE 7 MEREENINE - Cody ALK
%K - DU Elke - t B AR - OIRERREBAERIAEBCERBEBRUEIE - Elke FEE—[O)
REEB M AR Sami AR - Sami I2R Cody FTE3R Y Facebook - {RfEEE M AESHA

Ef - SEBEMEWI AN LR - 2 sami BEZEEMEE—15 - BA TEIRT L R -

Johanna E2E RN F - IEEME - BIIHKERSHEE T EESEANIRELBEE—IER - DiE
EITIREEE - Johanna BYAAX Yosefine * Dina A Lina EN Nt 27F - Al BE BN - BURERZT
BEEEHEHR -

Dina BB CKEIN - A —REELTIHMRE - EXSHAIRKUERER  FHEE "2
BB, - RS AEINE - BFHR - Lina AIIEE—URBA - Dina SMEREBTFALH—RE
E - AISSBHIREBIMRVE - Cody BB - BRI Facebook 1RF - ZENE %
TRESE ? RM—BRREES - BoulFER?

Bye Bye Baby is about a group of young people living in the Facebook era who, in different ways, are
struggling with the notion of being seen and appreciated by others and how to maintain your self-
esteem if you are not.

Cody has had enough. He is going to close his Facebook account. Throughout the play he is building
up to this life changing event. Cody has a sister, Elke. Elke is very aggressive, but perhaps this is all
just a strategy. She doesn’t want other people to pity her just because she is in a wheelchair. Elke
tries to be friend with Sami. Sami has a hard time saying no to people. Hearing about Cody’s plan to
go offline affects Sami. Sami begins to have thoughts about what is real and what is fantasy. These
thoughts begin to manifest themselves in mysterious ways. Sami can suddenly control people and
turn them off like a device.

Johanna is devastated because her boyfriend broke up with her. She is trying to handle her grief by
obsessing over his new girlfriend and constantly searching information about her online. Her friends
Yosefine, Dina and Lina are trying to calm her down, but the obsession escalates and goes from
cyberspace into real life.

Dina, in turn, is depressed because a bus driver did not stop to pick her up at the bus stop. She feels
that she is invisible and wants to change her appearance so that she might stand out in a crowd.
Meanwhile, Lina has a secret crush on a celebrity that takes a dramatic turn when Dina finds out
who the celebrity is and arranges a surprise for her friend. Finally it is time for Cody to go offline and
close his Facebook account. But what will happen when he closes it? Can we be sure that we will still
exist afterwards?

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.11/18
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BB A4l Synopsis

€50/50) Fifty-Fifty B 5% 48

Roles: 5 Female, 4 Male

B|YEZR Playwright: Milena Bogavac

RERMWRBERIE 7 - tPIERNERRSHL : EERI—ERXAB Y BB - FIME
EREHREBRENRA——aRRE——&—AD—+F - RRITBNRMBARRASE - 28O -

FRSRBES - BRRHEE  QEBRESENERRNSRRANE - RERRERINE
S FARE - BRERRRREOBER - MM LBEAHEMRE  BANAEBAER
15 -

ZERFBHNEBEMEAZIFEAERER - IR T EHEXFHTS - 8 FHARENS
A

Tanya's parents are getting a divorce. They told her on her birthday. Her father is having a baby with
another woman, so they are dividing up everything they own, including Tanya. Tanya is distraught.
She stops going to school and becomes fixated on trying to get her parents back together, but
nothing works. They have moved on, but she hasn't.

Andrey is Tanya's best friend. His parents have been divorced twice, and are threatening to get
married for the third time, which is the last thing he wants. He doesn't want to play a part in their
soap opera for the rest of his life. He wants them to move on more than anything. Andrey and Tanya
have two very different experiences of love and divorce, but they find a way to support each other
and give each other hope.
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BlE X Synopsis

(&t AEBR) Franky Al 2% 558

Roles: 2 Female, 5 Male

2=E=E

BIYEZ Playwrights: =5 E8 81 Vicki Ooi & Thomas Lawson

(B ACERR) EFRBBEEBERIER - FROBZVNGR (RBEAN) - A TEMMR
FHEBBLINBEFE—SRERIIPEL - ERET - tOREERMA TEREREE M
SFEE - FRENEREKI) - AN —ERE - FAFEMAABREEIS LR - EARH
BOE D AR ERMEFERNENAREAEHREA -t FBECREES] - WA 7 —&KA
TEEEE - thFEEEEHS T - ATEEZEERRHER  FHREFERY - BXF
HBBEE—1% - #RELIRAME  1FBREERECHRFRISEHHMA - EEFMESE
& EZRR

Franky is a 21st-century re-imagining of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. Dr Victor Stone, a scientist and
robotics engineer, loses his only son Francis in a traffic accident. Devastated, he decides to use his
expertise in artificial intelligence to bring his son back to life. The experiment works. Franky, a part-
human, part-android, fully conscious version of Francis is created. Facing the strong public reaction
to his existence in a human world, Franky questions his purpose and seeks to understand why he
was created. He begins to see what he is capable of and builds an army of conscious Als to join him
in a bid to take over the world and make it a better place. Like Dr Frankenstein, Dr Stone is faced
with a terrible decision. He must kill his creation, or live with the consequences.

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.13/18
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BlE X Synopsis

(RREIZ&MIEY Hyenas B 1Y 35

Roles: 12 Female, 3 Male

BIYEZR Playwright: Anders Duus

Ee—EBERAR MENNF LHNNS - MIAERARESE - EROUZE—HREN
£ - SEE EmBL -V OEERSHN - EREPSHECHOUE -

—BOUBRRAERS - P AEN "TER, R TIALECELNGSE  BEA -
REEZ SE BE - #E wHECAHN F—EKRE - REIIRmY  BRE - BB -
A REENNE - BRVXEY 7 —EMRE - BREETREBNBEEANEE -
el T ERE - WAXNHX R - ZESIMEBERHALELE - ERABAERNTLNE -
BHMHNETEEE A - TR—GHABEREEELR - AICERDERNENEH - ZRIK
ERNRAIEETBRINASRLULEEN - B —BRlE% - ERELUEE -

This play is about friendship, bullying and the fight for popularity. School can be tough if you don't fit
in. The story follows a group of girls who are desperate to change their status and find their place in
the world.

A group of teenage girls meet in a school bathroom. They are each very different, but they are all fed
up with the roles they have been given — the outcast, the victim, the other, the invisible, the
objectified. Together they form a pack, celebrating the virtues of the hyena: ugliness, smelliness,
matriarchy and strength in numbers. Together they shape a new norm, tilting the hierarchies and
patterns of their environment. Soon they are not only respected, but feared, and word is spreading
like wildfire. New packs are forming all over the country. But becoming a predator has its price, and
before the pack knows it they are beginning to repeat the patterns of their former oppressors. And
the former ruling elite of the school — the lions if you will — will not go down without a fight. In the
end, the stakes turn out to be higher than anyone could foresee.
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BlE X Synopsis

(&R BECY Liam’s Story AB:6X 55

Roles: 6 Female, 5 Male

EIfEZ Playwright: Sara Clifford

AEIEFS 1917 1 1941 MEER ( F—REEBRIEFRKERE ) - BH—UE 1917 FEEW
o)

MSBRIRERBERATRERHNEETES - BEMAE2—BHAER - BERFWES
BEE - KENEDBENZT -

BEREHBET - ROEBRE - BRE-REZFNEAEK  WAHEPZA/NEMEENSZ
NZ#E NREE - RN EREE -

BREFER - ARXDEBR - REENZ O RERE
KZE 1941 F - ERRBEEZF AL FZIFELEERBHTES - XREHESHAZTE

BRI HENZE - FiLREXAREE ?

The play is set in two time periods, 1917 during World War One, and 1941 during World War Two. It
is narrated by Edwin, a soldier wounded in 1917.

The play explores the story of when Edwin was sent to recuperate at a groundbreaking school in
Chailey, Southern England, which looked after children with disabilities whose parents could no
longer care for them.

Edwin is sad and depressed after losing a leg, but through playing football with the boys and other
soldiers there he starts to regain his confidence. He even forges a growing friendship with one lad,
Liam, a polio sufferer.

After the First World War ends everyone goes their separate ways. Liam and Edwin lose touch.

By 1941, Edwin is living in a town called Hastings with his wife and his daughter, Phoebe, who
encourages him to try and find Liam.

Will Edwin be able to find him again and bring him home to meet his family?

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.15/18
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BB A4l Synopsis

(B T 27 E) Love in the Olive Times BB:3X 45

Roles: 3 Female, 4 Male

BEIYEZ Playwright: Dragana Tripkovié

13 BT ERIE - AMS 7 EMMERENEM R MAEIER - ARBBRKN

i o BNRARRBFEES—EWL - W EE TMEYREREER - SRAREHEE - AR 7]
EBEELEE  FB /2EMZENASFENLEER | BF/ I WEN—ERZEXRER
R R - AMEMHNEMAFTRES NWERRER - 2RI - TRIEAMBIR 7 SFEREM
B -

In the town of Kotor sometime in the 13 century, there is a natural disaster on the shores of the
sea due to the harvesting of forests and olive trees for the construction of ships and luxury castles.
At the top of the hill that protects the city live two witches, who are causing trouble to residents in
the form of rain and flood. They want revenge for the collapse of the hill, so they capture young
Dafne, the daughter of local wealthy Count Andreaci. An orphan from a small village on the coast,
Tihan, is going to save Dafne. Tihan and the others from this place have to save Dafne, and to plant
all that they have torn down over the years.

(FETYEEZEN) The Crown BB 5% 155

Roles: 5 Female, 15 Male

BIEZX Playwright: Nick Wood

WEEFREZE Rian ~ 28 Finn ~ 5lE] A EFRFHLC Pia X EE Declan &M AL  Rian B2 Finn W&
™ Marec #2/ - SRETTBERASMMTRRTEEF - URFBEFUUEE - BEEMNE
T MPERERT - BIREAEER  IEMABREAREZNER  oHBEHEHERBG
HERIRE  ZEENMEENEOATE - ZEESAREENEREE - FR—ERERRENE
BEENNE  BE—LREARE LENARNEE -

The play tells the story of Rian, the heir to the throne, and his brother Finn. Pia, the princess of a
neighbouring kingdom, is Rian's destined bride, and Declan is a servant who is wiser than his
masters. These four characters find their lives turned upside down when Rian and Finn's uncle
Marec betrays the brothers, making it look like they have plotted the death of their own parents -
the King and Queen. With Marec claiming the crown, they are forced to flee, pursued by soldiers
who terrorise their homeland. The brothers embark upon the most important journey of their life,
and face some tough truths about themselves, their relationships, and whether they have the
courage to fight a cruel tyrant. The play weaves together collective myths from all sorts of cultures
into a story about growing up, taking responsibility and handing on knowledge of how we came to
be like we are today.
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(B&Z) The River of Youth BAB:SX 73

Roles: 5 Female, 7 Male

EIfEZ Playwright: Hasan Erkek

ABEZ-—RERNSFEM  BIRERFCEZESER - A1 - £ IEXWE L - —2FB
FORE (BB ) &ifF 7t - &7 TIRERZRBEEIRIE ? HESKEZERER - MK 7&K
W—% - o ABREREE  WEEENSIR  —URMUESEHNESANEOhERSERE - i
BRI ELRANBR - HRAIRSWEIT - RHHEE - £8EF - ABXR rEHNGEKR, &
BREMRABIBAERAN—E/NEEZIR 7 2% - Bl EEREEaE - thfIFrERA
TEIR - BOALRZEEHE , ERBTFHARENERT  AENREEHBEFERMEE -
T FE MR AR

AEOF M BESENE L - BEESRILER  BESEREARER - — U ESEKE
W - AEBAGREINAREIRIE - MER - —IRRKRERMORINANAK - SURIEREFREZ

Willard is a retired high school teacher who also served as the deputy headmaster and the chair of the
disciplinary board of that school. One evening, on his way home after a long day’s work, his path is
blocked by a drunk tramp. The young man (Mark) deliberately gets in his way, saying “Don’t you like
what you see? | am a product of you, you messed up my life”.

Willard finds it difficult to get to sleep, and a young man named Mark appears in multiple occasions
in his dreams, calling Willard to account. He goes to the high school from which he retired and, with
the help of his former colleagues, starts to research the matter. Through his investigations, Willard
discovers what had really happened. Although the glass-covered notice board was actually broken by
a small gang active at the school, its members foisted the blame on Mark, not just lodging a complaint
about him but also testifying at the board. Without conducting sufficient research into the incident,
Willard found Mark guilty and had him expelled from the school.

Willard returns to the street where he originally encountered Mark, finds him, and apologises. Mark

says that it is too late to undo the damage, but Willard claims to have a solution. In this way, a river
whose course was diverted due to a mistake will be able to return to its natural bed.

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. P.17/18



m:"mé‘k

THE LEARMIHG THEATAZ
The #bsolutary Sabuae Teels Connedics

FERiEANEETE]L Young Theatre Makers 2022
¥R 2 3R 1& Enrolment Form

AR ZREMES/NE emma@aftec.hk SHEEE 2529 5385
Please return the enrolment form by email to Ms Wong at emma@aftec.hk or fax to 2529 5385

B3 4% School:

3t Address:

& Tel: B H Fax:

B FZFM Teacher-in-Charge:

FZE8EFHRH Main Subject:

EH Email: FIZEEE Mobile:

1. BIZANEES 52 Script Language Preference: [0 9932 Chinese [0 323X English

2. BIARZEIFHER Priority on script (1: 55— #E 1% choice; 8: B2 & 42 last priority)
BEFR? Priority  BUIZS Play

(BIY - EBIHE5R) Bye Bye Baby
(50/50) Fifty-Fifty

(%M AJEBB) Franky
(REE&MIE) Hyenas
(BEIREEC) Liam’s Story

(BRI NERE) Love in the Olive Times
(BETMHEN) The Crown

(B&ZU) The River of Youth

3. HERWBIIEF 1 Preferred Month to Commence Training:

4. B4 A Z Number of students: 5. HI4K Form:

R E % Z Principal’s Endorsement

%2 Signature: ¥4 Name:
HHA Date: ERRZEl School Stamp:
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